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In some public places in China, the Comintern's publication re-
ported with gleeful satisfaction, the old posters reading "Dogs and
Chinese not allowed" were replaced by new ones reading "Dogs
and Englishmen not allowed." 6

The situation in China was revolutionary, and the Chinese Com-
munist party was rapidly developing into a serious political force.
The flow of new adherents and followers became a flood and the
Communist Youth League expanded to considerable proportions.
Communist leadership in the rising trade-unions and its activities
in certain areas of the peasant movement became a new and impor-
tant phenomenon in China's political life. Communism,was begin-
ning to aspire to political power.

Under these circumstances, Trotsky wanted to follow the Rus-
sian example in Shanghai and Canton, that is, immediately to
create Soviets of workers, expand and revolutionize the agrarian
movement against the landlords, and have the Communist party
strike for power. Collaboration with the Kuomintang, however,
implied a certain amount of moderation: no Soviets, no Communist
dictatorship, a far-reaching compromise concerning redistribution
of land. Trotsky demanded that the Communists leave the Kuo-
mintang. Stalin opposed such radicalism.

Early in 1926 Bubnov, a member of the Stalinist faction in the
Russian Central Committee, went to China at the head of a delega-
tion. With his arrival at Canton there occurred the first great clash
between Chiang Kai-shek and the Communists mentioned above.7
Chinese Communist commissars and even some Russian advisers
were arrested, Bubnov's guards were disarmed, and many promi-
nent Communists were forced to abandon the high positions they
had occupied in the Kuomintang. In order to maintain the estab-
lished relationship with Chiang, Borodin as well as Bubnov sided
with the Kuomintang and accused the purged Communists of hav-
ing been "too far to the left." Good relations between Moscow
and Chiang Kai-shek were re-established immediately, and this was
the signal for an all-out attack by Trotsky against Stalin,

The Canton incidents, which to Trotsky were equivalent to
a coup d'etat by Chiang, were not even mentioned by the Soviet
press.
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